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City of Las Vegas
Floyd Lamb Park ot Tule Springs

HISTORY

To look around Floyd IL.amb Park today, you would never know the trials and tribulations or
the sweat and blood that went into making it happen. It's easy to assume the lush lawns, cool
lakes, and giant shady trees were there all the time. To the contrary, Tule Springs was not an
casy place to develop. The caliche plateau and the blazing summer sun fought all who tried to
make it green. "Thanks to the dream of Bert Nay, P.J. Goumond, and the others who kept the
dream alive, this beautiful oasis remains to be enjoyed by all.

EARLY HISTORY

IFrom an often neglected watering spot to dude ranch
reflecting the changing social values of the United
States in the early 1940s and 1950s, Floyd L.amb Park
at Tule Springs represents a unique and exciting time
in Nevada’s history.

Water was the main attraction at T'ule Springs. Indian
populations made use of the spring on their seasonal
travels across the LLas Vegas Valley. Prospectors also o ,
stopped here in their travels to northern mining districts. Although too close to LLas Vegas to
be a viable stopover point, it was a watering hole for the horse drawn Bullfrog State Line on
its route to the mining community of Rhyolite.

The first non-Indian to file on the water right to Tule Springs was John Herbert (Bert) Nay
in 1916. By 1919, he had 10 acres of land under cultivation, although his family continued to
spend the winters in Las Vegas. It was Nay who built the adobe hut (circa 1914-1918)

to serve as a blacksmith shop and storage room.

In 1928, Bert Nay sold his interestin the farm to Gilbeit-Hefner for $2,100 and moved to
California. The property remained vacant until Deeember 7,1941, when Prosper Jacob
Goumond began the task of earving a working ranch-out of the desert wilderness.

THE GOUMOND ERA

Originally designed as a private retreat for his friends, Goumond took advantage of the
changing divorce laws in Nevada and established a dude ranch for prospective divorcees.
The ranch could accommodate 10-12 guests waiting out their six weeks residency
requirement; at that time the shortest time requirement of any state in the nation.

Life on the dude ranch was glamorized in newspapers‘and made famous by the many

movie stars who came to the “wildwest” to.obtain a divoree. The Tule Springs Ranch

offered a swimming pool, lake, tennis courts, and-a shooting range in addition to horseback
riding, hayrides, barbecues, danees, and the nightlife'of nearby I.as Vegas as entertainment, as
well as a glimpse at real “western™life.. The ranch was managed by Goumond’s

son-in-law Cliff de Vaney. His granddanghter, Margo, also resided on the ranch giving
riding lessons and helping with the management of the cattle and horses.

In addition to its sideline as a dude ranch, Tule Springs was in fact a self-supporting ranch
operation. One hundred acres of land was planted in alfalfa and “Brangus” cattle (a
combination of Angus bull and Brahma heifer) were bred and raised here. The cattle could
be processed and hung in a large refrigerator for use on the premises or sold in town. Dairy
cows, pigs, chickens, horses, and turkeys were also raised; ducks and geese populated the
lake. Fruit and vegetables were grown to supply the guests with fresh produce year-round.
The property had its own diesel-powered generator, telephone, and power lines.
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KEY TO HISTORIC BUILDINGS
Park 1. Caretaker’s House 9. Adobe Hut
Mﬂﬁnm: ties 2. Machine storage bldg. 10. Guest House
3. Office/Stable bldg. 1. Swimming Pool
4. Chicken Coop 12.  Pump House v
& Z 5. Chicken Coop 13. Duplex
6. Stables/Dairy Barn 14. Gazebo
\ 7. Animal Housing 15. Root Cellar
e —— N 8. Animal Housing 16. Generator Bldg.

Bath House

Power House

Spring House & Well
Water Tower

Foreman’s House
Hay/Alfalfa Barn

Self-guided tour

Building on the ranch continued until 1948. Over the years, Goumond
acquired a total of 880 acres of surrounding property. When he died in 1954,
his granddaughter Margo inherited the property. In 1959, it was

sold to a group of businessmen who formed the Tule Springs Investment
Company. The ranch was leased out as a working cattle ranch until the
City of Las Vegas purchased the property in 1964 for use as a city park

and renamed it in honor
of State Senator Floyd
LLamb. The State
acquired the property by
legislative action in 1977;
the Division of State
Parks has operated and
maintained it since that
time. On July 2, 2007, the
park was officially
transferred back to the
City of Las Vegas.

MAMMOTHS AND MAN AT TULE SPRINGS

Eons ago when Tule Springs was
much cooler and wetter than today,
large mammals, similar to those in
Africa today, lived in the canyons
and lush valleys of this area.
Remarkable fossil remains have been
found of mammoths, bison, horses,
camels, giant sloths, and other
Pleistocene fauna that lived and died
here. Tule Springs is well known in

the scientific world as one of the best examples of Pleistocene paleontologic

sites in Western North America.

An extensive excavation project in 1962 was conducted to determine

whether human populations were contemporaneous with these mighty mam-

mals. The results of the dig placed early human use of the area at
10-11,000 years ago, dismissing an earlier notion that man had hunted
Pleistocene big game in the Las Vegas Valley 28,000 years ago.




